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B.C. Transit is considering another SkyTrain 

line through East Vancouver, to connect to 

Lougheed Mall in Coquitlam. 

Announced in 1986, the project to link 

SkyTrain to Coquitlam was originally to have 

connected to the existing line at the Edmonds 

or New Westminster station. Citing the 

potential to serve more people, however, the 

project's advisory committee has requested 

that B.C. Transit study the possibility of 

connecting the Coquitlam extension at 

Broadway Station (Broadway and Commercial). 

The proposed Vancouver route would use 

the Burlington Northern right-of-way to 

connect to Lougheed Highway, or could run 

along 12th Avenue between Commercial and 

Lakewood streets before entering the rail line. 

Either way, neither city council nor local 

residents are very receptive to the idea of 

another SkyTrain line in East Vancouver. 

"East Vancouver was the sacrificial lamb 

last time, and people are still feeling the 

effects of the decision to build an elevated rail 

line through residential areas," Ald. Libby 

Davies said. "I don't like what SkyTrain has 

done to the East Side, and I don't want it to be 

repeated." 

A SkyTrain from Coquitlam to Broadway 

Station would be considerably longer and 

more expensive to build than the Edmonds or 

New Westminster options. The project's 

advisory committee said the Vancouver routes 

were included in the study area because of the 

increased use they would provide. 

"We've asked for a price comparison and 

ridership studies, to see what the net result of 

building the system would be," Coquitlam 

Rapid Transit Extension project advisory-

committee chair Tom Baker said. "We're not 

saying we're going to shove this down 

Vancouver's throat - we just want to examine 

all our options." 

Pending completion of their studies, the 

advisory committee will begin a public 

consultation process this month. Baker said his 

group's route recommendations will likely go 

to the provincial government in late June. 

"If we agree that one role of rapid transit is 

to develop regional town centres outside of 

the downtown core, options that bypass 

emerging centres like Edmonds and New West 

just don't make sense," Ald. Gordon Price said. 

"I'm surprised to see these options coming 

forward so late, and I question their validity." 

Though the project's public process has yet 

to begin, Vancouver city council was to decide 

Tuesday whether or not to take an active role 

in the planning process now. Pending the 

result of a vote taken after the Courier had 

gone to press, council may also suggest that 

any option along 12th Avenue be removed 

from consideration. 

"If they're looking at route options in 

Vancouver, we should jump in right now," 

Davies said. "It makes me so angry that the 

process hasn't informed Vancouver - the 

people of Grandview/Woodlands have no idea 

that this is being considered." 

Though little neighbourhood opposition 

has yet been mounted, one group of people 

who know all too well the disadvantages of 

SkyTrain have renewed their campaign against 

it. Homeowners Against SkyTrain Effects 

(HASTE) protested 
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against the neighbourhood impacts of the 

existing SkyTrain line in East Vancouver and 

say their community cannot support another 

one. 

"SkyTrain is a raucous, screeching, horrible 

machine that has no place in residential 

neighbourhoods," HASTE member Chris Taulu 

said. "Never mind the extra money this would 

cost - the noise, shadowing, and impact on 

property values the existing system has had 

should persuade B.C. Transit not to bring 

another line through East Vancouver." 



 


