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Ridership short of original forecast 

Ridership on SkyTrain's Millennium Line isn't rising as quickly as planners projected. 

Use of the new second rapid transit line is up 34 per cent from two years ago to a weekday average of 48,000 

passengers, according to a TransLink report. The figure is 59,100 when riders from Columbia station are included. 

While that's up from 35,900 in the 2003 count, it's far short of the forecast of 75,000 weekday passengers 

provincial government officials anticipated in 1999. 

"It typically takes several years for ridership to ramp up to the forecast," the report says, calling the growth rate 

"healthy." 

The original Expo line grew by just 36 per cent during its first four full years of operation, it says. 

Initial figures show use of the much busier Expo line grew by at least 15 per cent in the past two years. Slower-

than-expected Millennium line growth is blamed on lower- than-forecast population and job growth along its 

route. 

But that's about to change. 

Burnaby city officials indicate a series of high-rise apartments and mixed-use towers are planned or under 

construction near several Millennium stations that will crank up SkyTrain traffic. 

Major residential and commercial developments are under way at Gilmore station and more are planned at 

Brentwood Town Centre, Lougheed Town Centre and Holdom stations. 

"These developments will spur and sustain future ridership increases," the TransLink report says. 

The report credits some of the ridership gain to the popular VanCity U-Pass program. 

Growth was strongest at the Gilmore, Sapperton and Renfrew stations. The busiest stations are still 

Commercial Drive and Lougheed Town Centre. 

While ridership hasn't hit capacity on the Millennium line, downtown-bound transferring passengers 

sometimes push the volume on the Expo line well above capacity - particularly in the morning rush at places like 

Broadway station. 

Overall SkyTrain ridership rose last year to 65 million passengers, from 62 million passengers in 2003. 

Two more rapid transit lines are planned - a new line will be built running northeast to Coquitlam Town Centre, 

while the planned RAV line will link Vancouver with Richmond and the airport. 

The Millennium line's $1.1-billion cost was paid for by the province. 
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