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VICTORIA - The SkyTrain system is a "white elephant" that unfairly penalizes Vancouver residents and serves 

mostly suburban commuters, New Democratic Party MLA Bob Williams charged Tuesday. 

Williams also said the provincial government should allow a transit system in Vancouver that provides free 

service in the downtown and West End areas and lower fares for inner-city neighborhoods. 

Such a system would help offset the unfairness borne by Vancouver residents over SkyTrain, he said. 

"Let's look at this business of transit in Vancouver. This is part of the continuing saga of dealing with the big 

white elephant area known as SkyTrain," Williams told the house. 

He said currently, Vancouver residents pay 40 per cent of the costs of the SkyTrain system but make up just 12 

per cent of the riders. 

His comments came during debate on the Motor Fuel Tax Amendment Act, which adds a three-cent-per-litre 

tax onto gasoline to help cover SkyTrain's costs. 

SkyTrain cost more than $1 billion to complete its 21-kilometre route from Vancouver to downtown New 

Westminster. Another 3.1-kilometre extension to Scott Road in Surrey is under construction at a cost of $179 

million. 

The government has considered building extensions to Coquitlam, Richmond and Whalley, but no final 

decisions have been made. 

"The reality is that you're having to increase all these taxes to pay for a system that is fumbling and that is not 

carrying great volumes of traffic, that is not doing the job that a mass transit system should do," Williams told 

Finance Minister Mel Couvelier. 

"The City of Vancouver ends up bearing the bulk of it for a system that doesn't serve the city very well," 

Williams said, adding the system carries a huge debt load spread over 30 years. 

Couvelier said he was "amazed" any Vancouver MLA would criticize the SkyTrain system, and said it was built to 

create jobs and provide a stimulant to the economy. 

"This government is very proud of the SkyTrain decision, and to the suggestion that it has a heavy debt load, I 

say, of course it has a heavy debt load," Couvelier said. "We built it during the time we needed some job creation 

prospects. We needed to get some employment created in the Lower Mainland area. ... We met all our 

objectives." 

He said the SkyTrain system will "last 100 years" once the debt is paid off, and it will be a lasting showpiece of 

technology. 

Williams' comments follow sharp criticism last week by Vancouver Mayor Gordon Campbell, who said he will 

not support any more extensions to SkyTrain. 

Campbell also blasted the cost-sharing arrangement for SkyTrain, saying Vancouver residents already shoulder 

more than their fair share of transit costs. 

The transit commission currently has a $5.8-million shortfall. Under a new funding agreement announced in 

March, operating and non-SkyTrain costs are shared 31.2 per cent by the province and 68.8 per cent by the 

commission, with the gasoline tax, a hydro levy and a non-residential property tax included in the commission 

share. 

Existing SkyTrain capital costs are reduced by a provincial grant of $38.9 million with the remainder shared 35 

per cent by the commission and 65 per cent by the province. 
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